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Please forward to interested colleagues.
Your vote on Thursday

The Alternative Vote. A PSA briefing paper. Alan Renwick, Reading U.
http://www.psa.ac.uk/PSAPubs/TheAlternativeVoteBriefingPaper.pdf 

Abstracts by 31 May, please!

Conflict Research Society Annual Conference 2011 … Call for Papers
September 6-7, Tuesday-Wednesday, 2011. See: www.crs2011.org
Richardson Institute for Conflict and Peace Research, Lancaster University, UK

Theme 2011: Has War Gone Bust? Peace, Conflict and the Global Financial Crisis;
also a continuation of the 'Streams' of discussion in previous annual conferences.  

… Charles Clarke, Paul Rogers, Oliver Ramsbotham, Tom Woodhouse, Hugh Miall

Send your 200-300 word abstract by email to Steve: s.pickering@lancaster.ac.uk; or by going to the ‘Submit an abstract’ section at www.crs2011.org/contact.php 

Cedric Smith Prize for Peace or Conflict Research
See http://www.conflictresearchsociety.org.uk/smithprize.html. Your entry needs to be in by 30th June 2011. For more information email me: gordonjburt@gmail.com *
Emerging Technologies: Are The Risks Being Neglected? SGR Conference,AGM Alan Baxter and Associates' Gallery, 75 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EL

May 21, Saturday, 2011. For further information and/or to register, please see:

http://www.sgr.org.uk/events/emerging-technologies-are-risks-being-neglected *
Fifteenth Annual International Conference on Economics and Security

May 20 is 'early bird' deadline … for June 16-17 2011, University of Bristol
Accepted papers, registration forms, see http://carecon.org.uk/Conferences/Conf2011/ 
Alliances and Alliance Formation in Conflict

September 1-2, Thursday-Friday, 2011, Berlin. Email: bonge@wzb.eu *
Peace Science Society (International)
May 1, 2011 deadline for … October 14-15, 2011, Los Angeles, 

http://college.usc.edu/conferences/peacesciencesociety2011/home/ 

Lecturer, Post-War Reconstruction and Development Unit, Politics Department, University of York. Contact: Director of the PRDU, Professor Sultan Barakat (sultan.barakat@york.ac.uk). Closing date 16 May 2011. *

Your vote on Thursday … 

Special issue on the UK referendum on the voting system 

The Social Modelling Times, 1st May 2011, Email: gordonjburt@gmail.com *
* see below for more information
‘Do not send me CRS peace and conflict research News Update’

If you send this message to me, gordonjburt@gmail.com, then I shall take your name off the list.

Items in detail

CRS items

Cedric Smith Prize for Peace or Conflict Research

See http://www.conflictresearchsociety.org.uk/smithprize.html. 

An annual prize for the most innovative piece of research by a UK-based student in peace and conflict research (either currently at the pre-degree stage or having passed their PhD no earlier than 1st July 2010). 
May 31, 2011 (advised but not obligatory) please notify us of your intention to submit an essay, giving your name and institution. June 30, 2011, is the closing date for entries. All entries, notifications and enquiries about the process for the Cedric Smith Prize should be sent to Gordon Burt gordonjburt@gmail.com.
Other items
Emerging Technologies: Are The Risks Being Neglected? SGR Conference,AGM Alan Baxter and Associates' Gallery, 75 Cowcross Street, London EC1M 6EL

May 21, Saturday, 2011. For further information and/or to register, please see:

http://www.sgr.org.uk/events/emerging-technologies-are-risks-being-neglected 
New 'emerging' technologies are being developed rapidly, especially as

greater commercialisation of academic research is being emphasised to help

deal with current economic problems. Many potential environmental,

security, health and other benefits are being claimed for these

technological developments. But are narrow priorities ­ especially

ecconomic ones ­ driving out careful examination of the claimed benefits

and due consideration of risks? Are our political, economic and social

structures managing to deal with the complexities that emerging

technologies raise? Are alternative solutions for dealing with

environmental and social problems being given proper consideration?

Speakers include:

* Professor Joanna Haigh, Imperial College London, on Geo-engineering the

Climate

* Professor Noel Sharkey, Sheffield University, on Robots on the

Battlefield: Ethical and Humanitarian Implications

* Dr Bronislaw Szerszynski, Lancaster University, on Emerging Technologies

and Risk: the Social, Cultural and Political Dimensions

* The event will also feature a poster session.

Alliances and Alliance Formation in Conflict

Wissenschaftszentrum Berlin für Sozialforschung, A300
Organized by: Prof. Dr. Kai A. Konrad and Dr. Florian Morath; Nina Bonge
September 1-2, Thursday-Friday, 2011, Berlin. Email: bonge@wzb.eu 

	Lecturer, Post-War Reconstruction and Development Unit, Politics Department, University of York. Contact: Director of the PRDU, Professor Sultan Barakat (sultan.barakat@york.ac.uk). Closing date 16 May 2011 

	Salary will be within the range: £35,788 - £44,016 per annum 

The University of York wishes to appoint a lecturer to contribute to research and teaching in Post-War Recovery Studies in the Post-War Reconstruction and Development Unit of the Politics Department. You will have a commitment to excellent research, teaching and postgraduate supervision and expertise in the area of Post-Conflict/Crisis Recovery Studies. You will be expected to play an important role within the PRDU in developing research into the evolving nature of humanitarianism and post-war reconstruction in West Asia and North Africa. The lectureship is generously supported by the Al-Tajir World of Islam Trust. 
This post is available from 1 September 2011. Informal enquiries about this post may be made to the Director of the PRDU, Professor Sultan Barakat (sultan.barakat@york.ac.uk).


Politics Department http://www.york.ac.uk/politics/ 

Post-War Reconstruction and Development Unit http://www.york.ac.uk/politics/centres/prdu/ 


A full job description and application form:
https://www22.i-grasp.com/fe/tpl_YorkUni01.asp?s=eziKhNSpCaRDiFfRax&jobid=43093,5887231434&key=28474189&c=225614125614&pagestamp=seerquwtsmyiditjva 
Your vote on Thursday … 

Special issue on the UK referendum on the voting system 

The Social Modelling Times, 1st May 2011, 
10 pages: to obtain a copy, email: gordonjburt@gmail.com 
The UK referendum on the voting system provides an interesting case study. The following are considered:

(1) the context within which the referendum is taking place

(2) the merits of the two opposing methods of social choice

(3) the intellectual quality of the debate

(4) the ethical quality of the debate

(5) the implications for democracy

(6) the implications for conflict resolution

(7) the implications for the application of academic knowledge

Brief snapshots are offered on the following issues raised in the debate:

How different voting systems affect the Liberal Democrats

Vulnerability of existing MPs to AV

Strengthen the contribution of specialist experts to the debate

Should voters like coalitions?

Is the quality press democratic - or tribal?

Can democracy do better?
Does tactical voting have a stable equilibrium?
Further thoughts on tactical voting

Neither system produces the all-play-all winner
Voting systems produce nice winners only if the voters are nice
Not an argument but … AV can elect an unpopular extreme minority
Is democracy a set of conspiracies against democracy? The ‘democratic will’   

    of a normal distribution is the mean. Is ‘the democratic will’ a good thing?

The need for a model of the whole system

Words v concepts – ordinary language and mathematical models
best wishes

Gordon Burt

Chair of the Conflict Research Society

gordonjburt@gmail.com 

http://www.conflictresearchsociety.org.uk/
