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NOTE: the new email address for Gordon Burt is gordonjburt@gmail.com 
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Other CRS events
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Publications and invitations
Obituary: Walter Isard

Items in detail

The CRS annual conference

September 6-7, 2011, Lancaster: Further details will be available shortly. 
Contact Steve Pickering: s.pickering@lancaster.ac.uk 
Other CRS events

January 5, 2011, London: Conflict, Complexity and Mathematical Social Science
January 6, 2011, London: Social Modelling (CCMSS) Workshop

January to March, 2011, At-a-distance: one-hour online tutorials on Social Modelling

Contact Gordon Burt: gordonjburt@gmail.com
March 5, 2011, London: Conflict Transformation, Resolution and Management – Practice. Contact Gordon Burt: gordonjburt@gmail.com 

Additional events are under discussion.
Other events

Report: November 18-19, 2010, Beijing: 
Conflict Management, Peace Economics & Peace Science. 
Contact Chen Bo, chb0081@sina.com; Manas Chatterji, mchatter@binghamton.edu 
December 11, 2010, University of Birmingham: CFP - Congo Research Network, 
1st meeting. Contact Katrien Pype: K.Pype@bham.ac.uk 
February 16, 2011, Manchester: Restorative Justice, Policing and the Big Society

Contact Dan Kershen: admin@restorativejustice.org.uk
April 12-17, 2011, St Gallen, Switzerland: a workshop on "institutions and conflict". Information: http://www.ecprnet.eu/joint_sessions/st_gallen/workshop_details.asp?workshopID=8 
June 16-18, 2011, Dublin: European Political Science Association

Information: http://www.epsanet.org/generalconference2011.html 

June 19-23, 2011, Amman, Jordan: The 12th International Conference on Group Decision and Negotiation. Contact http://gdn2011.uwaterloo.ca 
June 27-29, 2011, University of Amsterdam: 11th Jan Tinbergen European Peace Science Conference Contact address: conference@europeanpeacescientists.org 

Prizes and Awards
The Peace Science Society's 2010 Walter Isard Award for the Best Dissertation in Peace Science was presented at this year's annual meeting to Bernd Beber for his dissertation, International Mediation of Military Conflicts: Causes and Consequences.
Cedric Smith Prize 2011:

http://www.conflictresearchsociety.org.uk/smithprize.htm  
Publications and invitations
APSA Political Networks Section 

Information: http://apsanet.org/ 

Goodwin, D. (2005) Military and Negotiation:the role of the soldier-diplomat. Routledge. This has just been translated into Chinese in full.

The matrix vote: (1) contributions sought for EPS special issue; (2) contacts in China sought for 2011 visit. Contact Peter Emerson: pemerson@deborda.org 
Obituary: Walter Isard

Items in detail

Conflict, Complexity and Mathematical Social Science (CCMSS)

Contact Gordon Burt: gordonjburt@gmail.com
The events below are a follow-up to events reported in CRS Newsletter 2010B, the special issue on CCMSS – see: http://www.conflictresearchsociety.org.uk/publications.html.

January 5, 2011, London: Conflict, Complexity and Mathematical Social Science
Papers will be presented by a number of different people.
If you would like to present a paper, please let Gordon know.

January 6, 2011, London: Social Modelling (CCMSS) Workshop

Gordon Burt will introduce and lead a discussion on each of the chapters in his book.
If you would like to attend, please let Gordon know.

January to March, 2011, At-a-distance: one-hour online tutorials on Social Modelling
(15.00-16.00 London time; 7.00-8.00 Vancouver time; 23.00-24.00 Beijing time).

Wednesdays: January 12 and 26; February 9 and 23; March 9 and 23
The six tutorials will cover the first six chapters of Gordon’s book.

Note: in an online tutorial you just sit at your computer and send and receive emails.

If you would like to take part, please let Gordon know.

Burt, G. (2010) Conflict, complexity and mathematical social science. Bingley: Emerald. http://books.emeraldinsight.com/display.asp?K=9781849509725&cur=USD
March 5, 2011, London: Conflict Transformation, Resolution and Management – Practice. This event will consist of a few offered sessions and a planning meeting to consider further activities in this area.

If you would like to offer a session ...

If you would like to attend ...

... then please let Gordon Burt know at gordonjburt@gmail.com 

Report: November 18-19, 2010, Beijing: 2nd International Conference on Conflict Management, Peace Economics & Peace Science. 

Contact Chen Bo, chb0081@sina.com; Manas Chatterji, mchatter@binghamton.edu
Hosted by the Institute of Defense Economics and Management, Central University of Finance and Economics, Beijing.

Scholars from China, Australia, Germany, Spain, Norway, Italy, France, Russia, UK, USA, Pakistan, Sri Lanka, Korea and Japan discussed:

peace science; arms spending and economic growth; defence and peace economics; strategy, institution and conflict; environment, resources and conflict; international politics, economy and security; regional peace, reconciliation and conflict; disaster management, mobilization and governance.
December 11, 2010, University of Birmingham: CFP - Congo Research Network, 

1st meeting. Contact Katrien Pype: K.Pype@bham.ac.uk 

What? We are organising the first meeting of DR Congo researchers based in the UK. This meeting is a valuable opportunity for scholars to present papers and help to formalise the Congo Research Network. 

Why? Even now, many scholars working on DR Congo in the UK think that they 'are on their own'. Of course, this is false. There are a wide range of scholars working on the DR Congo and we feel that it is important for us all to meet both to share our ideas and benefit from other researchers’ input. The Network also aims to be an important source of information for British media practitioners, who we envisage being able to consult us when they need information. And, finally, we hope that the Network will be able to facilitate ties with Congolese research communities and so act as a foundation for successful collaborative work between UK and Congolese scholars. 

Who? In this initial phase, we are concentrating on establishing a critical mass of scholars working in the UK. Later, we hope to enlarge the network and open it up to other continents. Also, our appeal for delegates goes to anyone working on the DR Congo from any of the Humanities disciplines. 

When? We have scheduled our first meeting on Saturday 11 December 2010, between 10AM and 5PM, in the University of Birmingham (Arts Building, University of Birmingham, Edgbaston B15 2TT, Birmingham). 

So, if are you researching Congolese society, literature, culture, politics, economy, history, religion, philosophy, media etc. in DR Congo or Congolese Diasporic communities, then come and join us on our first meeting! 

You can present a paper (20min.) or a poster. Please submit an abstract for a paper or poster by 20 November 2010 by sending it to Dr. Katrien Pype (K.Pype@bham.ac.uk). 

For any enquiries about this initiative and/or the first meeting, please feel free to contact Dr. Katrien Pype, University of Birmingham, K.Pype@bham.ac.uk or Reuben Loffman, University of Keele, r.loffman@ihum.keele.ac.uk
February 16, 2011, Manchester: Restorative Justice, Policing and the Big Society

Contact Dan Kershen: admin@restorativejustice.org.uk
We are delighted to invite you to the ACPO/RJC Conference Restorative Justice, Policing and the Big Society on 16th February 2011 in Manchester. 

With keynote address from Nick Herbert MP, Minister of State for Policing, this conference examines the impact of restorative approaches on policing, and the potential for police/community partnerships in delivering restorative justice. 

With training taster sessions provided by our sponsoring training organisations, this conference will give police forces and officers new to restorative practice a chance to experience what restorative practice training could deliver for their force and on the beat. 

This conference is suitable for:

-          RJ managers in police forces – and individual officers/PCSOs wanting to learn more

-          Strategic managers interested in the potential of restorative policing

-          Professionals in partner and community organisations interested in effective partnerships with police to deliver RJ at local level

-          Anyone interested in the interface between RJ, community based organisations and restorative policing within and with communities. 

At only £50 to RJC members, thanks to the generosity of our sponsors, this conference is unbeatable value. The full conference flyer with booking form is attached.  Send your completed booking forms to admin@restorativejustice.org.uk 
12-17 April, 2011, St Gallen, Switzerland: a workshop on "institutions and conflict". Information: http://www.ecprnet.eu/joint_sessions/st_gallen/workshop_details.asp?workshopID=8 
Simon Hug and Kristian Gleditsch are organizing a workshop on "institutions and conflict" for the 2011 Joint Sessions of Workshops in St Gallen, Switzerland, 12-17 April 2011. I have appended the short summary in the call for papers below. The deadline for submitting proposals is 1 December. For further details, see http://www.ecprnet.eu/joint_sessions/st_gallen/workshop_details.asp?workshopID=8 

This workshop will examine how political institutions affect the re-emergence of political violence, and how political institutions may be endogenous to, or shaped by, the foregoing conflict dynamics. While more and more research assesses how institutions affect conflict, often very little attention is paid in empirical research to the way in which these institutions are also shaped by previous and/or latent conflict. In these interactions political institutions are certainly likely to play a considerable role, but other institutional features of a particular state and its society are important as well. For instance media and educational policies often are of central concern in periods leading up to conflict and also in the immediate aftermath. Hence, the workshop would also like to engage scholars dealing with these institutions defined in a broader way in relation to conflict. More specifically, this workshop aims to attract papers on the linkages between institutions and conflict, in particular studies that seek to understand the micro-foundations of what these linkages may look like or consider their possible interrelationship.

June 16-18, 2011, Dublin: European Political Science Association

Information: http://www.epsanet.org/generalconference2011.html 

The European Political Science Association (www.epsanet.org) will hold its first conference in Dublin, Ireland next year. Gerald Schneider and Branislav L. Slantchev would like to invite submissions (panel proposals are most welcome!) for section #5: International and Domestic Conflict. This section invites any kind of paper or panel proposal that promises to explore the causes and consequences of domestic and international conflict. Studies on all forms of conflict are welcome; a special emphasis will be on intensive, but not necessarily violent political exchanges. Proposals will therefore cover a wide range of topics, going from crisis bargaining over revolutions and mass killings to economic, political and environmental effects of conflict. We particularly invite papers that offer experimental or field evidence in support of novel theoretical deductions and studies that explore why political actors resort to one particular violent instrument like military campaigns or terrorism to reach a specific goal.

June 27-29, 2011, University of Amsterdam: 11th Jan Tinbergen European Peace Science Conference. Contact: address: conference@europeanpeacescientists.org 

Department of Political Science, Faculty of Social and Behavioural Sciences, University of Amsterdam, Oudezijds Achterburgwal 237, 1012, DL Amsterdam, The Netherlands.

The Jan Tinbergen Conference is interdisciplinary. There will be continuing emphasis on research methods in peace science, but also papers dealing with all aspects of the peace science field, from pure abstract theory to practical applied research will be accepted. As a guide to topics, please consider: (a) cooperation, deterrence, alliances and games, (b) game and related theory, (c) contest theory, (d) general equilibrium models of conflict and conflict management; (e) economic policies to cope with actual and potential conflicts; (f) mathematical approaches to conflict management, (g)

mathematical models of arms races and wars, (h) empirical studies on the causes of wars and political violence; (i) the impact of conflicts and violence on welfare; (j) public policy aspects of both war-torn and post-conflict societies; (k) arms Control, government spending and international security; (l) trade disputes, trade wars and international economic sanctions; (m) critical economic aspects of the global crises.

Program and list of participants of previous editions are available at:

www.europeanpeacescientists.org/jtinbergen.html 

All abstracts (150-250 words) with tentative title submitted before 1 March 2011 will be considered for the conference. Proposals received after 1 march 2011 will only be considered if any presentation slots are still available. Phd students are eligible for the Stuart A. Bremer Award. The Stuart A. Bremer Travel Award seeks to enhance the exchange of scientific findings between young European and American Peace

Scientists. Each year one graduate scholar is rewarded with a travel bursary to attend the North American conference of the Peace Science Society (International). List of previous winners is at: http://www.europeanpeacescientists.org/sbremer.html 

Those who are interested in participating should submit their proposal (abstract, tentative title, author name(s) and affiliation(s)) either in a word document or in a plain text e-mail to the following address: conference@europeanpeacescientists.org 

Participation fees will be 80 euros for senior researchers, 60 euros for PSSI members, and 50 euro for Phd students.

Organization by NEPS: Lisa Hultman, Desirée Nilsson, Anja Shortland, Halvard Buhaug, Johannes Muenster and Raul Caruso.

Local Hosting by Brian Burgoon, Andrea Ruggeri and Willem Schudel on behalf of the Research Group Political Economy and Transnational Governance (PETGOV).

APSA Political Networks Section 

Information: http://apsanet.org/ 

As you may know, recently a new Political Networks section was added to the APSA section list. This is a cross poli-sci section that brings together political scientists who are interested in network analysis. I would like to urge you to join the section. Membership fees are only $8, and the section plans a lot of activities, including a newsletter, a listserv with lots of interesting information, and we are working on awards for grad student papers and other things. We are also doing at least one and possibly several panels on IR-related issues (I am organizing one for the next meeting). I would like to urge you to join the section. If you are interested, please go to the apsa website (apsanet.org) and sign up for section membership. Hope you will join. Best, Zeev Maoz

The matrix vote: (1) contributions sought for EPS special issue; (2) contacts in China sought for 2011 visit. Contact: Peter Emerson, pemerson@deborda.org 
(1) contributions sought for EPS special issue 

Peter Emerson writes: ‘The editorial board of European Political Science, eps, has suggested I should edit a symposium on the matrix vote.  So let me put my case.
As you probably know, 2nd September, 2010, marked a new world record: 208 days after their election, the Iraqis still hadn’t formed a government, thus breaking the previous record set by the Dutch in 1977.  If, however, governmental elections were the norm, as are parliamentary elections, the whole thing could have been settled in a day or two.  In Iraq, the consequence is straightforward: lives could have been saved.  Thus the matrix vote, or so I would argue, is one of those tools by which conflict can be prevented.
It can also be used in many other situations: to elect a gnu, for example.  We – as in the de Borda Institute – ran a public experiment on the matrix vote last year.  It is on http://www.deborda.org/home/2009/9/6/the-goat-is-a-gnu-an-experiment-in-electing-an-all-party-coa.html   
I then wrote an article for the political journal EPS, who responded by saying that the subject deserves a symposium.  Accordingly, at their suggestion, I am thinking of something along the following lines:
i) a description and analysis of the matrix vote; (my article, revised, for the two eps reviewers have asked for a few changes – but I’ll send it to you if required);
ii) a survey on the difficulty of getting the matrix vote implemented;
iii) an overview of the world to look at where this electoral system might be used (and where it is not necessary).
The total word count envisaged is 20-25,000 words.  My own piece would probably be the largest – it is now about 10,000 words – so ii) and iii) should probably be of the order of 6,000.
And the time schedule?  Ideally, I would like to get the whole thing done and dusted by March 2011.

(2) contacts in China sought for 2011 visit
Peter is planning on visiting China in 2011 and would like to make contact with those interested in his matrix voting proposals.
Obituary: Walter Isard
‘It is with great personal sadness that I tell you of the death Saturday of Walter Isard. Walter was 91 years old.

Walter Isard was one of the founders of the Peace Research Society in 1963, which in 1973 became the Peace Science Society (International). Walter served as the Society's guiding figure from its earliest years and continued to work for the scientific study of the causes and consequences of conflict his entire professional and personal life. Additionally, Walter was a founder in 1954 of the Regional Science Association, serving as its first president. 

Walter's family is planning a small private burial and requests that people refrain from sending flowers.

We owe Walter Isard an enormous debt for his contributions. The continuation of our discipline and Society will be a tribute to his efforts. I will miss him.’
Glenn Palmer
best wishes

Gordon Burt
Chair of the Conflict Research Society

gordonjburt@gmail.com 

http://www.conflictresearchsociety.org.uk/
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