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Special Issue: Annual Conference and Peace and Conflict Research Centres

Welcome to the Annual Conference issue of the newsletter! And a special welcome to those of you who have travelled from abroad, from Australia, Guinea, Iraq, Ireland, Natal, Nigeria, South Africa, Taiwan, Uganda, and the USA; to our two invited speakers, Charles Clarke and Paul Rogers; to Oliver Ramsbotham, Tom Woodhouse and Hugh Miall, authors of the CRS Book of the Year 2011; to Manas Chatterji, Partha Gangopadhyay and David Scott on our guest South Asia and Peace Science panel; and to Suda Perrera and Kate Seaman, winner and runner-up respectively of the Cedric Smith Prize. You will find their contributions in the Book of Abstracts for the conference.
Peace and Conflict Research Centres
The editors of this issue, Maria and Gordon, have arrived here by rather different routes! Gordon and a number of others would echo a remark made by Dennis Bury a few years ago that ‘The CRS is my conflict research department’. However the CRS membership and the annual conference have always benefited from another group of people - the strong core of people who, like Maria, work in peace and conflict research centres. 

The remainder of this special issue like last year features reports from peace and conflict research centres around the UK – from Liverpool Hope, St. Andrews, INCORE, West England and York. There is also a report on peace and conflict studies from the Political Studies Association of Ireland. In previous years the newsletter has featured centres at Bradford, Coventry, Huddersfield, Kent, Lancaster, Leeds Metropolitan, and York St. John’s. These research centres have not always been in existence! Lancaster was possibly the first peace research centre in the UK. We provide a glimpse of the history which links Lewis Fry Richardson to our host, the Richardson Institute here at Lancaster. 
The weather forecast for the conference … Lewis Fry Richardson … Lancaster … CRS … the Richardson Institute 
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The weather forecast for the conference … Lewis Fry Richardson … Lancaster … CRS … the Richardson Institute
We forecast lots of sunny spells at the conference! …

… the first published weather forecast appeared in The Times on 1st August 1851. It was produced by Captain Robert Fitzroy who had been the captain of HMS Beagle during the voyages that led Charles Darwin to formulate his theory of evolution. Celebrating the 150th anniversary, Michael Fish noted the contributions to the mathematical foundations of meteorological forecasting in the 1920s by the brilliant British mathematician, Lewis Fry Richardson – who is also cited in the following:
‘[Mandelbrot] found the clue he was looking for in the work of the mathematician and meteorologist Lewis Fry Richardson. … Richardson loved asking questions others considered worthless … Does the Wind Possess a Velocity? … One of Richardson’s great insights was a model of turbulence as a collection of ever-smaller eddies. … [Richardson published a paper] How Long is the Coast of Britain? This apparently simply question of geography reveals, on close inspection, some of the essential features of fractal geometry.’
(The Guardian (2010) Benoit Mandelbrot. Obituaries. p. 34. Nigel Lesmoir-Gordon. Monday 18 October.)
Also:

‘Inspirational to what Boulding called the ‘Early Church’ of the peace research movement (Kerman, 1974: 48) was the work of Lewis Richardson, brought over on microfilm by his son Stephen, and not yet published at that time …
… Lewis Fry Richardson was an expert on mathematical computations on predictability and turbulence in weather systems and in the first issue of the Journal of Conflict Resolution (1957), influenced by this, Kenneth Boulding and Quincy Wright proposed global conflict data centres …’
(Ramsbotham, O., Woodhouse, T. and Miall, H., 2011, Contemporary conflict resolution. Polity Press. Cambridge: Third Edition. pp 43, 118)
A peace research centre was established at Lancaster University in the 1950s and Paul Smoker was a leading figure. In 1963, Cedric Smith was instrumental in ‘recruiting’ John Burton and the two played leading roles in the founding of the Conflict Research Society (CRS). The CRS set up the Peace Research Centre in London with Michael Nicholson as its Director and with Paul Smoker playing a leading role. In 1970 it was proposed that the centre should be renamed ‘The Richardson Institute for Conflict and Peace Research’. Michael Nicholson wrote to Kenneth Boulding who replied that the renaming ‘was a very nice thought’ and gave Michael the address of one of Lewis Fry Richardson’s sons. Michael wrote and Stephen Richardson replied as follows:
‘Thank you for your letter of 20 May 1970. I am deeply appreciative of your asking my permission to use my Father’s name in the title of your research center. He would have been very happy to know of the spread of interest in the research subject to which he gave so many years of his life. He would also have wanted to aid your endeavours in any way he was able. On the other hand he was very shy & fearful of any publicity.
Trying to think for him in balance I gladly give my permission for this use of his name. He was so much alone in his research he would be delighted to be with fellow scholars with whom he could share his ideas & in turn learn from them. Unfortunately he can no longer learn from others, but his written work I hope will long be a source of help & inspiration to others who share his vision & commitment.

My brother & sister are alive & live in the United Kingdom. I would appreciate it if you would also write to them because I have no more or less right than they do to give the permission you request. Please tell them you have written to me & that I consent if they do. Following are their names & addresses …

I would very much like to pay you a visit when I come to London & of course will be most interested in the progress of the Institute.

With best wishes

Sincerely

Stephen A. Richardson’
Peace and Conflict Research Centres

The Archbishop Desmond Tutu Centre for War and Peace Studies, Liverpool Hope University. 
The Centre for War and Peace Studies was originally set up at Liverpool Hope University in 2004. In 2007, Archbishop Desmond Tutu formally named the Centre at an address in Liverpool’s Metropolitan Cathedral. The Centre seeks to promote the study of conflict and conflict resolution, including in its remit, war, peace and the states in between; and embracing the study of both international and civil conflict. The Centre is strongly interdisciplinary and Centre members include University staff with a wide range of research expertise including the following areas: Politics, International Relations, Psychology, History, Media, Literature and Sport. The work of the Centre, which includes a number of PhD students, embraces individual research and publication and public dissemination. This year’s annual Civic Lecture was delivered by the Right Honourable Clare Short. The lecture argued that human civilization today faces an existential crisis, threatened by growing conflict, failed states, hunger and massive displacement of people with an economy which is destroying its natural support systems. She urged ethical and rational people to unite in challenging the UK government to rethink its foreign policy which would in turn affect the policies of other governments, most notably the US. 
Other public lectures this year have included Yakov Zohar of the Israeli Committee Against House Demolitions speaking on  ‘Facts on the Ground in Israel/Palestine-a Jewish-Israeli Perspective’; Dr Andy Storey of University College Dublin, on ‘Rwanda after the 1994 Genocide: Conflict Resolution or New Patterns of Violence’; Dr Stuart Parkinson, Executive Director of Scientists for Global Responsibility on ‘Arms Conversion for a Sustainable Society’; Dr Ian Speller of the Department of History at the National University of Ireland, Maynooth, on ‘The Use and Abuse of Military History.’; Dr Eunan O’Halpin, Director of the Centre for Contemporary Irish History, Trinity College, Dublin on 'Who died and why during the Irish War of Independence, January 1919-July 1921' and Dr Andrew Frayn of the University of Manchester on 'The Time and Space of Disenchantment: First World War novel series in the 1920s'. 

The Centre holds annual conferences. This year’s conference, on Post-conflict Peace Building and Reconstruction, which took place in June, featured a range of papers from international scholars on the challenges of reconstruction and peace building in countries such as Burundi, Ethiopia, Sierra Leone, Zimbabwe, Nepal, Northern Ireland, Egypt and Libya and the issues involved in state building and processes of reconciliation. Last year’s conference on Conflict and Memory was addressed by Professor Jay Winter, Charles J. Stille Professor of History at Yale University. An edited volume resulting from the conference, Mediating Memory: Artistic Responses to European Conflict in the Twentieth Century will be published within the next eighteen months. 
For more details about the Centre, contact Dr Terry Phillips, phillim@hope.ac.uk


PSAI Peace & Conflict Studies Specialist Group

The Political Studies Association of Ireland (PSAI) exists to promote the study of politics both in and of Ireland. The Association is concerned with politics, not simply Irish politics. To this end, it has established a number of specialist groups, as a way of supporting those who teach and research across the disciplinary spectrum. All members of specialist groups must also be or become PSAI members. These specialist groups are an effective networking resource through which contacts and research partnerships can be developed. They undertake a range of activities - dedicated newsletters or email discussion fora; hosting workshops or seminars; sponsoring panels at the PSAI annual conference and its annual postgraduate conference; bringing together collections of papers for submission to journal special issues; assisting postgraduate students to attend meetings; and so. One such group is the Peace and Conflict Studies Specialist Group which was set up by a number of PSAI members three years ago.

Area of Focus

Conflict and conflict studies - the casual factors, preconditions, forms of conflict (religious, ethnic, regional, economic, nationalistic), institutional remedies, post-conflict adjustments and consequences, primarily as seen in relation to stability and state-building; Peace studies - the efforts and approaches towards achieving peaceful resolution of conflicts; the institutional and value framework relevant for achieving such ends; assessments of peace movements, the major successes in such efforts, and the regions and nations of greatest challenge. The concerns are broad. The intent is to bring together scholars with similar if overlapping interests.

Activities
The Peace and Conflict Studies Specialist Group is an active source of scholarship and collaboration in this ever-developing field. The focus of such collaboration is an annual conference of its own, dedicated panels at the annual PSAI conference each October, combined proposals for larger conferences, and shared research/publishing initiatives. The 2009 conference, ‘An Irish model for peace?’ was held at the Irish School of Ecumenics in Dublin while the 2010 conference, ‘Nationalism and organised violence’, took place at the National University of Ireland, Galway. The Group therefore disseminates knowledge to a wider audience as well sharing expertise among a wide range of interested individuals and groups. The Group will also participate in the Conflict Research Society’s conference in 2011.

Members
The Peace and Conflict Studies Specialist Group welcomes members from across disciplinary areas and specialist areas, including politics, law, economics, and history. To become a member of the Group you must be a member of the PSAI. You do not have to belong to an Irish university to be a PSAI member or to join the Group. The Group is keen to hear from members of the Conflict Research Society who are interested in getting involved.

For further information please contact CRS and PSAI Peace and Conflict Studies Specialist Group member Dr Sandra Buchanan via email at s.buchanan1@email.ulster.ac.uk or the Specialist Group Convenor Dr Niall Ó Dochartaigh, via email at niall.odochartaigh@nuigalway.ie .


Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of St Andrews
This past year has been an exciting one at the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of St. Andrews, with staff and students engaging in a range of research and teaching activities.

Research News

The CPCS is pleased to welcome two new Research Fellows: Dr Ioannis Tellidis who will be working on issues of critical statehood, post-liberal and non-western peacebuilding; and Dr Sandra Pogodda who will be collaborating with Prof. Oliver Richmond and Dr Roger Mac Ginty on "The Role of Governance in the Resolution of Socio-economic and Political Conflict in India and Europe", an EU FP7-funded project awarded to Prof Richmond and Dr Mac Ginty as part of an international team based in Norway, Germany, Italy and India.
CPCS Events

The CPCS organised a one-day workshop that focused on ‘Violence and the circulation of children’. The event was organised by Prof. Alison Watson (in collaboration with scholars from Birkbeck, Manchester Metropolitan University, the Open University and Oxford University). Its focus was on the ways in which violence, and particularly war, forces children to circulate between households and institutions both nationally and internationally. 

For the next academic year, there are two events scheduled to take place under the auspices of the CPCS. The first is the Coventry-St Andrews Research workshop (CSAR) – a joint initiative between the CPCS (St Andrews) and the CPRS (Coventry) to create an environment of information and experience sharing between MA students in peace, conflict and development studies in both Universities. The second is a conference that will focus on ‘New Frontiers for Peacebuilding and Statebuilding: Hybridity, Governance and Local Agency’, and will bring together academics and practitioners with the aim of re-examining peacebuilding paradigms and highlighting the importance of local level agencies. Participants will also include research students that are members of the Scottish Peace and Conflict Studies Network. 

Student Activities

Research Students affiliated with the CPCS undertook fieldwork in Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia, and other settings in L.America and Africa. The field trip component of the MLitt in Peace and Conflict Studies once again proved to be popular. 21 interns, recruited from Senior Honours and MLitt students have been working on five different case studies throughout the academic year, producing profiles on Kosovo, Liberia, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Sri Lanka and Hamas. Those maps will go online in summer and contribute to the database of conflict maps built up in the last few years:http://www.st-andrews.ac.uk/intrel/cpcs/conflict_mapping/
The project is co-ordinated by Stefanie Kappler and J. Julian Graef , encouraging critical frameworks and methodologies with which specific conflicts can be analysed. The interns have developed diverse ways of looking and analyzing (post–) conflict situations as well as providing a useful resource for both interested policymakers and academics.
New Books

Oliver Richmond, 2011, A Post Liberal Peace, London: Routledge. 

Oliver Richmond and Audra Mitchell (eds.), 2011, Hybrid Forms of Peace: From the ‘Everyday’ to Post-liberalism, Basingstoke: Palgrave.
Roger Mac Ginty, 2011, International Peace Building and Local Resistance: Hybrid forms of peace, Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Ian Taylor, 2011, The Forum on China-Africa Cooperation. London: Routledge. 



INCORE, University of Ulster
Established in 1993, INCORE (International Conflict Research Institute) is a joint project of the United Nations University and the University of Ulster. Located in the architecturally and historically significant Aberfoyle House on the Magee Campus, INCORE Combines research, teaching, training, and policy analysis to address the causes and consequences of conflict in Northern Ireland and internationally in an effort to promoteinnovative peacebuilding and conflict resolution strategies. It aims to influence policymakers and practitioners involved in peace, conflict and reconciliation issues while enhancing the quality and utility of peace and conflict research.

INCORE is located within the Faculty of Social Sciences at the University of Ulster ­ and co-ordinates the varied peace and conflict-related activity across the University – encompassing work in disciplines such as politics, policy studies, history, international affairs, sociology, geography, architecture, communications and social work, as well as in peace and conflict studies.   INCORE works in partnership with a variety of institutions and organizations – locally and internationally. Partner organizations include community groups and civil society organizations in Northern Ireland, peace and conflict-oriented NGOs and think-tanks in Northern Ireland and internationally, and academic institutions around the world.
Current Projects
  -- Full details available at: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/
· Evaluation of Research in Violently Divided Societies

· Commemoration as conflict: Continuing the war ‘by other means’
· Evaluation Storytelling as a Peacebuilding Methodology

· Peace and Conflict Impact Assessment

· Visualising the Conflict: Immersion in the landscape of Victims and Commemoration
· Lessons from the EU PEACE Programme in Northern Ireland and the Border Region

· Journeys Out (Engaging a New Generation in Peacebuilding in Northern Ireland)

· Communities and Policing in Transition (CAPT)

· Trauma, development and peacebuilding (Phase II)
· Dialogue through the Environment
· Progressing Good Relations and Reconciliation in Northern Ireland
Some Recent Events
The 12thINCORE Summer School (June 2011)

Over seventy students from17 countries attended the 12th INCORE International Summer School to attend one of the following courses: (1) Evaluation in Conflict-Prone Environments; (2) Interpersonal Reconciliation after Violent Political Conflict; (3) Peacemaking and Peacebuilding: Exploring the Lessons Learned from Northern Ireland.  It was a very rich and intense week on the theory and practice of managing, resolving, and transforming conflict. The Summer School alumni network now numbers over 600 practitioners worldwide.
INCORE Summer School and Transitional Justice Institute Lecture: 

Bob Collins, Chief Commissioner of the Equality Commission for Northern Ireland: 'Perspectives on Equality in a Changing Society’. (15 June)
Derry/Londonderry City of Culture 2013
There is a palpable sense of excitement in the air, as the city rolls towards the start of its tenure as the 2013 City of Culture.  INCORE and the University of Ulster are actively involved in the run up to the year of events – most recently, by co-hosting an international conference with the Special EU Programmes Body on the social, economic and peacebuilding function of bridges -- during the festivities around the official opening of the iconic Peace Bridge in the City. (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-13919412 ) (http://www.bbc.co.uk/news/uk-northern-ireland-foyle-west-13914708)

News
INCORE MA in Peace and Conflict Studies

From Fall 2011, INCORE will assume responsibility for the MA in Peace and Conflict Studies. The course mixes comparative peace and conflict studies with country- and region-specific focuses, as well as theoretical issues surrounding peace and conflict study. This programme can be taken in full (1 year) or part-time (2-3 year) modes.

http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/courses/
INCORE Internships

The INCORE Internship Programme is part of our  contribution to the cultivation of future generations of peace and conflict researchers.INCORE bid a sad farewell to two of its three interns in June, Sofia Stolk and Ignacio Marin.  They were an invigorating contribution to the INCORE team.  INCORE recruits its interns from a standing pool of applicants.  Interested parties should contact INCORE (a.dorrity@ulster.ac.uk )

The current profile highlights only some of the many events and accomplishments over the last year.  Full details are available on the INCORE Web site: http://www.incore.ulst.ac.uk/


The University Peace and Conflict Research Cluster, University of the West of England (UWE), Bristol

A year after it was established, UWE’s University Peace and Conflict Research Cluster, headed by Dr. Kate Flynn (Politics), hosted its first workshop, “Peace-Building from an Interdisciplinary Perspective: Micro to Macro Approaches to Conflict Resolution,” on 6 June 2011. 

The aim of the event, organised by Noëlle Quénivet (Law), was to engage researchers from across the University with issues related to conflict resolution. An inter- and multi-disciplinary dialogue was launched with presentations and discussion of “A Historical Approach to Peace and Conflict: The Spanish Civil War” (Dr. Mike Richards, History), “A Legal Approach to Peace and Conflict” (Noëlle Quénivet) and “UK Community Conflicts and Cohesion Issues” (Hen Wilkinson, Director of the not-for-profit enterprise Community Resolve). The workshop also encouraged researchers to extend their work beyond the University with feedback from external discussants. These were Zoe Wilkinson from INTRAC, which supports civil society organizations world-wide, and Eddy Canfor-Dumas and Yeshim Harris from the Secretariat for the All Party Parliamentary Group on Conflict Issues and social enterprise Engi dedicated to non-violent conflict management.

The Department of History, Philosophy and Politics provided follow up by a research day, organized by Dr. Flynn, on 8 June 2011 about “Peace-Building and State-Building as Foreign Policy Imperatives”. Speakers from the Universities of Exeter, Bath and Lancaster, as well as UWE, presented papers covering Cyprus, Northern Ireland, Somaliland, Iraq, Afghanistan and African Peacekeeping. In 2011/12 the Research Cluster will host a range of events dealing with: girl soldiers; hate speech; Euro-scepticism; and memory and trauma. There are preliminary plans to also work with continuing professional development with regards to corporate social responsibility. For further details about UWE’s Peace and Conflict Research Cluster, contact Dr. Kate Flynn (tel.: 0117 328 1316; email: kate.flynn@uwe.ac.uk).


Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit (PRDU), University of York

Founded in 1993, the Post-war Reconstruction and Development Unit (PRDU), based within the University of York, has pioneered the study of war-torn societies and their recovery incorporating many diverse disciplines such as politics, international relations, education, economics, development, human rights and health studies. At the core of the PRDU’s work are the successful MA and PhD post-graduate courses in Post-war Recovery Studies. These programs provide students and practitioners with a combination of academic knowledge and practical skills for, and experience of, conducting research and working effectively in post-conflict environments. This year’s MA course is the 15th cohort of students, and they are now busy writing their dissertations following individual 2-3 month placements in conflict-affected countries such as DRC, Afghanistan, South Sudan, Kenya, Sierra Leone and Iraq. The field report of their group research visit to Sri Lanka in December 2010 has just been published and will be available shortly on the PRDU website.

Aside from these post-graduate courses, the PRDU’s team of 10 teaching and research staff, and a full-time administrator, continue to work on diverse academic and applied research projects. The PRDU’s team continues to grow as we welcome a number of new colleagues to the Unit; Dr Claire Smith joined us in April from the London School of Economics (LSE) to support the PRDU’s teaching and research, and Dr Sean Deely will be joining us in September as the new Deputy Director and Senior Research Fellow. The last year has been extremely busy, and Professor Sultan Barakat (PRDU Director) continues to lead on our current projects which include an international project supporting displaced Iraqi academics in partnership with the Institute for International Education (IIE) and the Scholar Rescue Fund (SRF), with the support of PhD student Sam Milton; a Systematic Review on behalf of the UK’s Department for International Development into sustainable education solutions in Pakistan and Afghanistan, with Research Fellow Kathryn Rzeszut and Research Assistant Jenny Weatherall; a joint research programme in ‘Education in Conflict and Emergencies’ with the Institute for Effective Education (IEE) with Dr David Connolly and Professor Frank Hardman; and an innovative research project in partnership with Saferworld examining the role of Qatar in peacebuilding, supported by PhD student Anna Larson. Earlier this year, the PRDU also finalised the Common Country Assessment (CCA) for Yemen, on behalf of the United Nations Development Program (UNDP) which had seen a number of PRDU staff, including researcher and PhD student Alexandra Lewis, conduct field work in Yemen last year. Work also continues on Professor Barakat’s 3-year ESRC-DFID funded project examining ‘The Influence of DFID-Sponsored State Building-Oriented Research on British Policy in Fragile, Post-Conflict Environments’ with Dr Tom Waldman and PhD student, Andrea Varisco. The PRDU is now also in the middle of conducting an evaluation of the impact the National Solidarity Program (NSP) in Afghanistan has had on return and reintegration of refugees and IDPs. Following stakeholder interviews and consultations in Kabul by two PRDU staff, Dr David Connolly and Ms Kathryn Rzeszut, in July national researchers have now been trained and are currently collecting the first round of field data. 

Additionally, the PRDU continues to offer short-courses for mid- and senior-level professionals working in conflict-affected and humanitarian contexts to build capacity of practitioners working in the field. In partnership with the Humanitarian Policy Group (HPG) of the Overseas Development Institute (ODI), the PRDU is hosting the second annual Advanced Course in Conflict, Crisis and Transitions in York from 20th to 27th July. The course will welcome around 40 participants from diverse backgrounds to York to engage in a participatory learning process that combines lectures with small group discussions and exercises, with the possibility of publishing an analytical piece. Experienced diverse guest speakers such as the PRDU’s Professor Sultan Barakat, Professor Mark Duffield, Mohammed Haneef Atmar, Dr Sara Pantuliano, Professor Nicholas Haysom, Professor David Keen and Tony Vaux,  will share their extensive experience and knowledge and stimulate discussion and critical reflection.

It is also an exciting time for the PRDU as we are now preparing to launch a new online Masters in International Humanitarian Affairs (MIHA) in October 2012. The MIHA will build upon the success of the MA in Post-war Recovery Studies by delivering a new course specialising in the study of humanitarian emergencies and early recovery, covering both violent conflict and natural hazards. Drawing upon teaching and research expertise within the Unit, and in collaboration with several other departments and centres at York, students will take an interdisciplinary approach to learning about humanitarian crises, international intervention and local resilience. 

The PRDU has also received a new grant from the Altajir Trust to welcome a new Lecturer in Politics (Conflict and Humanitarian Studies) to the Unit. Details of the position are available here and the closing date for applications is 11th August 2011. 

For more information about the PRDU, our current and previous projects and our published work please visit our website at www.york.ac.uk/prdu, read our latest newsletter Revival, or contact Sally Carter at sally.carter@york.ac.uk or +44(0)1904 323542. 
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