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Special Issue: Annual Conference and Peace and Conflict Research Centres

Welcome to the Annual Conference issue of the newsletter! And a special welcome to our two invited speakers, João Gomes Porto and Diana Francis; to Nigel Young and his Peace Encyclopedia panel, Peter van den Dungen, John Horton, Larenda Twigg and Herb Blumberg; and to Andrea Ruggeri and Daniel Schaefer, winner and runner-up respectively of the Cedric Smith Prize. You will find their contributions in the Book of Abstracts for the conference. Listed on page 2 below are the books produced by João, Diana and Nigel; and by Lesley Jeffreys and myself. Also cited is the forthcoming revised edition of Ramsbotham, Woodhouse and Miall.
Peace and Conflict Research Centres
At a CRS council meeting a few years ago Dennis Bury made a remark which has stuck in my mind. He said: ‘The CRS is my conflict research department’. For people like Dennis and myself and many other CRS members this is indeed the case – and we place a high value on the CRS for that reason. 

Having said that, the CRS membership and the annual conference also contain a strong core of people who work in peace and conflict research centres. Last year at the Kent conference there was a ‘Peace and Conflict Research Centre Forum’ with people from Kent, Bradford, Lancaster, Coventry, Leeds Metropolitan (all five of which have members on our CRS Council) and INCORE. In addition to these centres, this newsletter includes reports from centres at West England, York St. Johns and St. Andrews.
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Cedric Smith, Bradford, CRS, UCL, John Burton, CAC, Kent, Lancaster, Paul Smoker, Michael Nicholson, c. 1960

CRS Committee minutes, 22nd April, 1964: ‘Present: J. W. Burton (Chairman), Cedric Smith, David Barkla … David Chapman, Paul Smoker … Regrets: Tony de Reuck’.

The CRS is delighted to be co-hosting the conference with the Bradford Department of Peace Studies. Our essay prize is named in tribute to Cedric Smith who was a member of the Quaker Peace Studies Trust which established the chair of Peace Studies at the University of Bradford. Cedric was a founder member (and Chairman) of the Conflict Research Society. He was also instrumental in having the late John Burton appointed as Reader in International Relations at University College London. John Burton in turn set up the Centre for the Analysis of Conflict first at UCL and then at Kent, now the Conflict Analysis Research Centre led by Hugh Miall, host of the 2008 and 2009 CRS annual conference. Paul Smoker helped set up peace research at Lancaster, later to be joined by Michael Nicholson. This subsequently became the Richardson Institute, which had a briefly existence in UCL, prior to Lancaster – see Feargal Cochrane’s report below. Michael Nicholson was a leading figure in the CRS and his career included posts at the Lancaster, UCL and Kent centres.

Dunn, D. J. (2004) From power politics to conflict resolution: the work of John W Burton. London: Palgrave Macmillan.
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Peace and Conflict Research Centres

Richardson Institute (Lancaster University) News

Feargal Cochrane
The Richardson Institute has been busy in recent months with a number of events and research outputs linked with the work of its current staff. In October, we were delighted to welcome Australian journalist Sophie McNeill to give the 2009 Richardson Institute Annual Peace Lecture. Sophie spoke about her experiences as a foreign correspondent in conflict zones such as Iraq and Afghanistan and in particular commented on the impact of violent conflict on the victims at the local level. (To view the Annual Peace Lectures see our web site at  http://www.lancs.ac.uk/fass/centres/richinst/index.php) 

In terms of recent projects and publications, Nina Caspersen has recently completed an ESRC project on the politics of unrecognised states focusing on the Caucasus. This project draws on a range of examples (from Abkhazia to Somaliland) and on two in-depth case studies: Nagorno Karabakh (Azerbaijan) and Republika Srpska Krajina (Croatia). 

Feargal Cochrane has just published a book on the Irish diaspora entitled, The End of Irish-America? Globalisation and the Irish Diaspora, published by Irish Academic Press. Feargal is currently working with a London based NGO as a consultant on issues relating to diasporas, conflict and peace building with a focus on a range of conflict-generated diasporas. 

Vicky Mason has recently convened an interdisciplinary 'Greater Middle East and Islamic Studies' Network at Lancaster University and has been extremely active on projects relating to human rights and the Palestinian question. Vicky was recently awarded a British Academy International Partnerships grant for a project on Economic, Social and Cultural Rights (ESCR) in the West Bank, Palestine. 

Finally, we would like to report that Richardson Institute student, Steve Pickering, passed his PhD Viva in May 2010 and we would like to take this opportunity to congratulate him on his fine achievement.

New Research Cluster at the University of the West of England, Bristol

Kate Flynn
There is a new Peace and Conflict Research Cluster at the University of the West of England (UWE), Bristol. The inaugural meeting took place on Friday, 11 June and there are now over thirty academics on its mailing list. Interest has come from across the University, including Politics, International Relations, History, Law, Business, Sociology, Criminology, Psychosocial Studies and Area Studies. Encouragement has come from the University’s Research, Business and Innovation Office as well as the Pro-Vice Chancellor for Research, Enterprise and Knowledge Exchange. Areas of common interest are also being explored with UWE’s Machine Vision Lab and the Institute of Bio-sensing Technology. 

The Research Cluster provides a collegial, multi-disciplinary and inter-faculty forum for interested staff ranging from early career researchers through to senior posts. While primarily concerned with research, its remit also embraces knowledge transfer, public engagement and teaching informed by research. The Cluster is intended to extend the parameters of the University’s research activities with an outward looking emphasis, and work with existing networks at and affiliated with UWE.

Development of the Research Cluster is a work in progress and open to further input and participation from within the University to establish a core of priorities and deliverable activities focused around specific subthemes, such as: peace-building; reconstruction; heritage and memory; reconciliation; armed conflict; ethnic relations; and communities. 

However, the first task underway is creation of a register of members’ interests, expertise and experience in order to facilitate research exchange and networking within the Cluster. Other practical suggestions have been to provide: peer publication and bid advising; collegial support for early career researchers; and occasional workshops, seminars and conferences. Also foreseen is introduction of associate membership for interested researchers from outside the University. The next meeting will be at the start of the new academic year, 2010/11.

Anyone interested in this development can contact the Research Cluster’s convenor, Dr. Kate Flynn (kate.flynn@uwe.ac.uk), Senior Lecturer in International Politics in the Dept. of History, Philosophy, Politics and International Relations, UWE.

Peace and conflict research at York St John University

Stephen Gibson

York St John University’s Centre for Peace Studies was founded in 2007 and brought together a diverse group of academics from a variety of disciplinary backgrounds with common interests in the study of issues related to peace and conflict.  Initial activity in the Centre focussed on the development of a Certificate in Peace Studies programme, which ran in 2008 and 2009, but alongside this a range of peace and conflict-related research activity has continued.  This short article provides a flavour of the range and scope of these research activities, both within and beyond the formal Centre for Peace Studies.  It should of course be noted that this is necessarily selective and therefore offers a brief indication of the variety of peace and conflict-related activities researchers are engaged in at the institution, rather than a comprehensive summary.

The most salient recent activity was the Centre’s conference, held in July 2009.  Entitled Repertoires of Violence:  Multidisciplinary Analyses of the Representation of Peace and Conflict, the conference attracted a number of scholars from around the world (see http://www.yorksj.ac.uk/peaceconference).  An edited volume based on this event is currently in development, and will hopefully appear in the next 18 months or so.  Other recent activities have led to several notable contributions to international projects in the area of peace and conflict studies, such as the Praeger international survey of attitudes to peace and conflict (Akhurst, Banda & Carstens, 2009; Akhurst, Leach & Dass-Brailsford, 2009) and the Oxford International Encyclopedia of Peace (Nakamura, 2010), as well as continuing links with the International Conference on Peace and Reconciliation through colleagues in the University’s Faculty of Education & Theology (Kim, Kollontai & Hoyland, 2008).  Other research has explored topics as diverse as the role of national identity in accounts of military service provided by soldiers in the British Army (Gibson & Abell, 2004; Gibson & Condor, 2009), airpower and inter-service rivalry in the Vietnam War (Horwood, 2006) and interpersonal conflict and bullying amongst young people (Rivers & Noret, in press a, b).  Although the Centre no longer offers the Certificate in Peace Studies, members of staff across a broad range of arts, humanities and social science disciplines are always keen to discuss peace and conflict-related projects with potential research students.  For further information, please contact Stephen Gibson (s.gibson@yorksj.ac.uk).
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Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of St. Andrews

Audra Mitchell

It has been an eventful year at the Centre for Peace and Conflict Studies, University of St. Andrews, with staff and students engaging in a range of research and teaching activities.
Research News

Recently, two CPCS members, Professor Oliver Richmond and Dr. Roger Mac Ginty, as part of an international team based in Norway, Germany, Italy and India, have received a major EU FP-7 Grant entitled “The Role of Governance in the Resolution of Socio-economic and Political Conflict in India and Europe”. Work on this new project will begin in 2010, and will bring a new research fellow and PhD candidate to work in the CPCS. 

The Liberal Peace Transitions II project, investigated by Professor Oliver Richmond (Director of the CPCS) and Dr. Audra Mitchell (CPCS Research Fellow) examined local responses to international peace interventions in over 20 contexts, and involved collaboration with research partners working in 18 countries – including a number of  centre members and research students. Fieldwork and workshops related to the project were completed in early 2010, and a book based on the study is forthcoming (see ‘new books’). 

The CPCS is pleased to welcome a new research fellow, Dr. Giovanna Bono, a Marie Curie fellow who will be working on issues related to peace-building in the context of the European Union, and a visiting fellow, Dr. Sandra Pagodda, whose work engages with European diplomacy in the Middle East. We bid farewell and good luck to Dr. Audra Mitchell, who is leaving take up a lectureship in international relations at the University of York. 
Centre Events

The CPCS has been the focal point for a number of exciting research events. This year, it hosted two workshops: the ‘Liberal Peace Transitions II’ Workshop (16 November, 2009) and ‘Fieldwork in Risky Environments’ (07 May, 2010) for postgraduate students. The 2009-10 speaker series brought a number of world-class researchers to St. Andrews, including: Professor Peter Wallensteen (PRIO), Professor David Chandler (University of Westminster)Professor Shahrbanou Tadjbaksh (Sciences Po), Professor Vivienne Jabri (KCL),  and Dr. Vanessa Pupavac (University of Nottingham). On June 3, the CPCS held a special event to honour the work of Professor Michael Pugh (University of Bradford). A video interview and article based on this event will be available soon from the CPCS website. This year’s seminar series promises to be equally stimulating, with several speakers already confirmed: Professor John Darby (University of Notre Dame), Professor Shane O’Neill (Queen’s University, Belfast), Dr. Matt Davies (University of Newcastle), Dr. Abiodun Alao (King’s College London) and Dr. Joao Gomes-Porto (University of Bradford). 
Student Activities 

This year, research students affiliated with the CPCS undertook research in Afghanistan, Bosnia-Herzegovina, the Democratic Republic of Congo, Liberia and a range of other settings. The popular MLitt in Peace and Conflict Studies has continued to attract students who have shown their dedication both in and outside of the classroom by taking part in a field trip to Bosnia-Herzegovina under the guidance of Dr. Emily Pia, and in two internship programmes – ‘Conflict Mapping’ and the CPCS internship programme. 
New Books by CPCS Staff 

Mac Ginty, Roger and Andrew Williams, 2009. Conflict and Development. London: 
     Routledge.

Mitchell, Audra, 2011 (forthcoming January). Lost in Transformation: Violent 
     Peace and Peaceful Conflict in Northern Ireland. Basingstoke: Palgrave 

Richmond, Oliver (ed), 2009. Advances in Peacebuilding: Critical Developments and 
     Approaches. Basingstoke: Palgrave.

Richmond , Oliver P. and Jason Franks, 2009. Liberal Peace Transitions: Between 
     Peacebuilding and Statebuilding. Edinburgh: Edinburgh University Press.

Richmond, Oliver P. and Audra Mitchell, 2011 (forthcoming). Hybrid Forms of 
     Peace: From the ‘Everyday’ to Post-liberalism. Basingstoke: Palgrave. 

Ian Taylor, 2009. China’s New Role in Africa. Boulder, CO.: Lynne Rienner.

The Centre for Peace and Reconciliation Studies (CPRS) at Coventry University 

CPRS continues to develop its activities.  We made three new appointments early in 2010, Professor Alp Ozerdem joins us from York University as Chair in Peacebuilding; Dr Rebecca Roberts joins as Research Fellow; and Dr Ian Brittain runs our project on Peace and the Olympic and Paralympic Games.  Other full-time staff in post are Professor Alan Hunter (Director of CPRS), Dr Carol Rank and Dr Marwan Darweish.  Andrew Rigby has now retired but stays on as Emeritus Professor.  We are supported by Ms Mervi Alho, the administrative officer for our Centre. 

     We currently have two main teaching programmes: an on-campus MA in Peace and Reconciliation Studies; and a Postgraduate Certificate in Conflict Resolution Skills which is taught by a summer school and distance learning.  Students who complete this PGC can also transfer onto an MA by online learning. We typically have about 25 students on each programme.  

     We are also very fortunate in having about 20 PhD candidates, who bring a great deal of knowledge, research expertise and enthusiasm to the centre.
Professor Alp Özerdem was invited by the Presidential Office of Cameroon to make a presentation at the Security Plenary Session of the ‘Africa 21: New Challenges for Africa’ Yaounde International Conference on 17-19 May.  It was attended by a number of head of states from Central and West African countries; directors of international organisations; many academics; and representatives of private sector, media and civil society organisations. Alp has had three papers accepted for publication recently:
The ‘responsibility to protect’ in natural disasters: another excuse for interventionism? 
     Nargis Cyclone, Myanmar in Conflict, Security & Development

Identity, Ideology and Child Soldiering: Community and Youth Participation in Civil 
     Conflict: Mindanao, Philippines in Civil Wars
‘Use’ Them or ‘Lose’ Them: Engaging Liberia’s Disconnected Youth through Socio-
     Political Integration in International Peacekeeping
Alp and Dr Rebecca Roberts are engaged in developing research and consultancy activities for the Centre, with a geographical focus on Sudan, Afghanistan and the Philippines, and on issues related to peacebuilding and other post-conflict dilemmas.  Rebecca has significant work experience in Afghanistan and Lebanon, having worked on aid effectiveness and refugee issues among others. 
Professor Alan Hunter gave a Professorial Lecture on18 February, on the topic of the Chinese internet, specifically its use by citizen groups as an environment for debate on social and political issues. The presentation formed the basis for a conference paper that has been accepted for ‘Internet, Politics, Policy 2010: An Impact Assessment’, an international conference being hosted in September 2010 at Oxford University’s Oxford Internet Institute (OII). CPRS hosted short visits by two Chinese scholars both of whom have co-authored works with Alan in the past: Dr Liu Cheng who runs the peace studies programme at Nanjing University; and Dr Chan Kim-kwong, Chinese University of Hong Kong.  

Dr Ian Brittain is having a productive period for publications and presentations, with the following, among others, in print or soon forthcoming: 

Brittain, I., South Africa, Apartheid and the Paralympic Games, Requested for Sport 
     in Society special edition on issues in disability sport (Under review, due late 2010)

Brittain, I., British Media Perceptions of the Paralympics, in Schantz, O.J. & Gilbert, 
     K., Heroes or Zero’s: The Media Portrayal of Paralympic Sport, Commonground 
     Publishing; Champaign, Il. (Due late 2010)

Brittain, I., 2010, Re-building Lives Through Disability Sport, International Sport for 
     Development and Peace Association Power of Sport Summit, Northeastern 
     University, Boston, USA, 10 - 12 June. 

Brittain, I., 2010, Disability sport is going back to its roots: Rehabilitation of military 
     victims of violent conflict in the twenty-first century, Leisure Studies Association   

     Conference, Leeds Metropolitan University, UK, 6 – 8 July.

In February Dr Carol Rank and Prof Andrew Rigby were in Uganda to continue their consultancy work for the three-year British Council Delphe project (Development Partnerships in Higher Education).  They participated in a three-day curriculum development workshop aimed at the establishment of two new Peace Studies programmes in East Africa: a BA in Human Security and Peace Studies at Makerere University and an MA in Peace Education at Nairobi University.  At the workshop, they made presentations on peace education in schools and on the history and development of the field of Peace Studies, and provided advice on the structure and content of the proposed programmes as well as on teaching methods.  The workshop brought together 28 participants from the two universities along with representatives from the East African Institute of Governance and Conflict Management.  

     Carol is on a member of an advisory group for the Herbert Art Gallery and Museum (Coventry) which is being consulted on the further development of their collection related to conflict, war and peace.  She is also an Executive Board member of the International Network of Museums for Peace and a board member of the Peace Museum UK.  
     Andrew has been commissioned to write a monograph on the history of Palestinian resistance as seen through the lens of nonviolence. This is for the Palestinian Association for International Affairs, a Palestinian research centre with which Andrew has had a long and close association.

As part of his research for this project Andrew visited the Occupied Palestinian Territory of the West Bank in May, when he also joined with Dr Marwan Darweish to deliver a short course in ‘Peace and Conflict Studies’ at the Arab-American University of Jenin in the north of the West Bank.
     Marwan is leading a programme to develop a partnership the Arab American University in Palestine. The overall aim of the programme is to enhance the capacity for constructive conflict resolution within Palestinian society by means of applied research and the introduction of appropriate teaching programmes.  Marwan recently published a paper titled “Human Rights and the Imbalance of Power: The Israeli Palestinian conflict”, Dialogue Serious no. 9, Human Rights and Conflict Transformation, Berghof Conflict Research Centre, 2010. http://www.berghof-handbook.net/dialogue-series/no.-9-human-rights-and-conflict-transformation
John Burton (1915-2010) and World Society


A. J. R. Groom
John Wear Burton was born, the son of Methodist missionary, in Melbourne on March 2, 1915 and died in Canberra on June 23, 2010.  He had a controversial but distinguished career firstly as a public servant in Australia and then as an academic in both Britain and the United States.  He was also a farmer in Kent and in Australia.

The highpoint of Burton's work as a practitioner occurred in the period 1943-1951.  He was heavily involved in planning for post-war reconstruction and attended the FAO Conference (1943), the ILO Conference (1944), the San Francisco UN Charter Conference (1945) and the Paris Peace Conference (1946).  He became the permanent Head of the Australian Ministry of External Affairs in 1947, and together with his Minister, Dr H. Evatt, he helped to create Australian Foreign Policy, almost literally, since prior to that Australia's external affairs had been handled by a small section in the Prime Minister’s office and were, in any case, very closely linked to British policy.  In foreign affairs Evatt and Burton declared Australia's independence from the United Kingdom.

This independence took a number of forms.  Firstly in the negotiations over the UN Charter at San Francisco, and in other conferences at the end of the war, Australia played a leading role among the small countries.  It proposed many radical policies, including leading the opposition to the veto of the five permanent members of the Security Council.  Australia was also instrumental in proposing the provision of international services, such as internationally provided air services across the Pacific Ocean, in the form of functional organisations.

At the same time, Australia began to take a greater interest in its immediate environment.  Under Evatt and Burton's leadership it played an important role in the coming to independence of Indonesia.  Likewise, Australia challenged the received wisdom about the likely future orientation of the new regime in China once the People's Republic of China had been established.  Burton was particularly active in asking awkward questions about the outbreak of the Korean War, he espoused the philosophy of non-alignment and, with the change of government in Australia, this activity virtually cost him his job as permanent Head of External Affairs.

Burton was one of the two or three genuinely international academic figures in British International Relations in the 1960s and 1970s.  His books were translated into several languages and were the subject of debate at the highest level throughout the English-speaking world, and not least in the United States.

From approximately 1940 and until the late 1950s, the realist approach to International Relations was dominant in Britain and United States, which was where the subject had its most extended development.  Burton was the first, and one of the most effective, scholars to challenge the axioms of power politics.  He questioned whether the world was as state-centric as the realists affirmed.  He argued against their sharp differentiation between interstate and intrastate politics, and he challenged the notion of deterrence which had emerged as the central logic in the new and expanding field of strategic studies which dominated International Relations as a subject in the 1960s

In its place Burton suggested the development of a world society approach based on transactions.  Burton and Mitrany in Britain and Deutsch and Rosenau in the United States began to emerge as the major progenitors of an alternative approach to realism.  Burton had now become a challenger of the academic establishment, but he was not just a critic of conventional wisdom, he had a new framework with which to replace it.  If his volume international Relations was a critique of power politics, then Systems, States, Diplomacy and Rules and World Society were a statement of alternative way of explaining how the world works, namely the cobweb model.

This approach took as its basic unit of analysis a system of transactions, and the central point of interest was the factors which led to growth of legitimised politics, as well as those of power politics.  In short, Burton was concerned not only with causes of war, but also with the conditions of peace.  This latter concern was taken further on a practical basis, since when challenged to look what the archives had to see about past crises, his response was that they would tell not the truth, but only a part thereof.  In order to test his hypotheses he decided to invite parties to actual conflicts to send high-level representatives to meet with a group of facilitators who would be analysing their dispute.  The initial such case was that between Indonesia, Singapore and Malaysia at the time of confrontation.  Burton was able to do this because of his previous connections with the region and the Heads of State nominated high-level individuals to attend the workshops.  These proved to be a success, not only from the point of view of academics, but also from the point of view of the practitioners themselves.  This form of private diplomacy had a significant impact upon the parties in dispute and was highly instrumental in the ending of confrontation.  Since then the technique has been developed further and has spread widely, but its development owes most to John Burton.

At the end of 1970s Burton embarked upon a new tack.  He began to put great emphasis upon human needs and to argue that each individual would pursue such needs whatever the circumstances.  In delineating the needs Burton drew on the work of Abraham Maslow and he argued that such needs constituted navigation points for governments. The only restraint on the pursuance of such needs by individuals was that constituted by legitimised relationships.  Burton was now looking at conflict in holistic terms and arguing that all conflict had, at its roots, basic human needs.  The individual therefore became his basic unit of analysis and in this context he wrote a series of books which are a fundamental contribution to our notions of good governance at all societal levels.  His approach is controversial since it emphasises nature rather than nurture, but its insights are such that even if one does not accept the extreme version of his human needs approach, nevertheless his analysis constitutes a working agenda.

John Burton's work has had an immense impact upon the study of International Relations worldwide.  That many of the aspects of his world society approach are now in the mainstream of International Relations is a tribute to the forward nature of his thinking, but he has never stopped thinking and his approach to conflict has formed the basis of a major school of conflict resolution, for both theorists and practitioners.  In short, in both International Relations and conflict studies, John Burton's contribution has been of the first order.  Without Burton's work International Relations, and more particularly, conflict studies, would have developed in a different and less effective manner.

Finally Burton was an institution builder first at UCL and then at Kent in the UK before moving to the USA upon reaching retirement age at Kent. He subsequently continued to promote the development of conflict studies at the University of Maryland, George Mason University and the US Institute for Peace in the USA.  He retired in 1992 to Australia where a new generation of historians has begun to explore his role in developing Australian external affairs.

He married three times and is survived by his third wife Betty, two daughters and a son from previous marriages.  He was predeceased by a daughter.
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